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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  D E A N

Friends,

In this issue we celebrate the individuals and organizations whose support helps us offer our students

an exciting, meaningful, and distinctive legal education.

 I cannot help but marvel at their generosity and talent.  Leading judges and lawyers – our

adjunct professors – share their time and expertise with our students by teaching courses that

expand our curricular offerings.  Plus, the bench and bar help create our vibrant co-curricular

atmosphere.

Just imagine what it was like to be a student at the School of Law this past year: As always,

the entire Rhode Island Supreme Court was here to judge the finals of our intramural Clark Moot

Court Competition.  Next, because of the generosity of the Honorable Ernest W. Torres, Chief

Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island, the School of Law was

the setting for a federal trial.  We were also proud to welcome back an alumnus, Brent Canning

’96, now a partner at Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP, who represented the defendant in the case. And

as if that was not enough, the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit followed in the

spring – when a panel consisting of Chief Judge Michael Boudin, Judge Bruce M. Selya ‘02H, and

Judge Juan R. Torruella ‘98H, heard arguments on five cases in our appellate courtroom.

Our list of friends and the support they give us goes on and on. Thanks to the Rhode Island

Foundation for grants that supported (1) our Racial Justice Colloquium, and (2) our survey of the

pro bono services provided by Rhode Island’s practicing lawyers.  The members of the Rhode

Island Bar Association Committee on Minority Involvement and the Thurgood Marshall Law

Society gave hours and hours of their time in support of our diversity programs for students.

Finally, the law firm of Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP funded our enormously successful second

Thurgood Marshall Memorial Lecture, which brought Mrs. Marshall to the School of Law

to mark the 50th anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education — and the firm has generously

committed to support three more Marshall Lectures, the next of which will take place in April 2006.

Read on to learn more about our remarkable friends.

David A. Logan
Dean and Professor of Law
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Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP extends its sponsorship of
Thurgood Marshall Memorial lecture series

“In recognizing the humanity of our
fellow beings, we pay ourselves the
highest tribute.”   — Thurgood Marshall

Hoping to encourage further attention
to promoting diversity within the
Rhode Island Bar, and to facilitate
frank and open discussion on pressing
issues of education and race, a promi-
nent Rhode Island law firm has agreed
to sponsor a series of lectures on civil
rights issues at the School of Law.

Supported by the Providence law
firm of Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP, the
first Thurgood Marshall Memorial
Lecture was held on April 14, 2004.
That lecture celebrated the 50th
anniversary of Marshall’s role as lawyer
and principal architect for the plaintiff ’s
position in Brown v. Board of Education,
the seminal Supreme Court case that
overturned the “separate but equal”
doctrine.

The featured speaker was David B.
Wilkins, Kirkland and Ellis Professor
of Law at
Harvard
and a
former
law clerk
to Justice
Marshall.
Wilkens explored the “paradox of
opportunity” that exists for black
lawyers following the Brown decision
and responded to questions from
Leadership Rhode Island lawyers on a
panel that included the Honorable O.
Rogeriee Thompson and Beverly
Ledbetter, vice president and general
counsel, Brown University.  Marshall’s
widow, Mrs. Cecelia Marshall also
addressed the audience.

The overwhelming success of this
lecture encouraged Hinckley Allen
Snyder LLP to sponsor additional
lectures for 2006, 2008, and 2010.
While topics will vary, the mission of
the series – to bring national speakers
to campus to discuss issues of race that
affect all of us – will remain the same.

Regina Austin (pictured above),

William A. Schnader Professor of Law
at the University of Pennsylvania Law
School, will be guest speaker at the
2006 Thurgood Marshall Memorial
Lecture.

Austin specializes in economic
discrimination and minority legal
feminism.  She teaches Torts, and
publishes on Insurance, Law and Cultural
Studies, Minority Legal Feminism,
Environmental Justice, and Economic

Discrimination. Austin graduated with
her J.D., cum laude, from the University
of Pennsylvania and has her B.A. from
the University of Rochester. Professor
Austin has been teaching at the University
of Pennsylvania Law School for 28 years.
Prior to joining the Penn faculty, she was
a law clerk to the Honorable Edmund B.
Spaeth, Superior Court of Pennsylvania,
and an associate with the Philadelphia law
firm of Schnader, Harrison, Segal &
Lewis.  She has been a visiting professor at
Brooklyn, Columbia, Harvard, and
Stanford law schools, and is extensively
recognized for her original and perceptive
work on race, gender, and class.    �

Thurgood Marshall was the first
African-American U.S. Supreme
Court justice, occupying the bench for
23 years before retiring at the age of
82.  During his service on the Court,
he wrote more than 150 decisions
supporting the rights of immigrants,
limitation of government power in
illegal searches and seizures, double
jeopardy, and right-to-privacy issues.
Before serving as a Supreme Court
justice, he argued 32 cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court, winning 29 of
them.  He argued against state
exclusion of African-Americans from
the primary elections, racial “restrictive
covenants,” and “separate but equal”
facilities.

http://supreme.courttv.findlaw.com/
supreme_court/justices/pastjustices/
tmarshall.html
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United States Court of
Appeals for the First Circuit
visits School of Law

The United States Court of Appeals for
the First Circuit visited the School of
Law on April 6, 2005 to hear cases from
the Court’s regular docket. Professor
Robert B. Kent and First Circuit Judge
Juan R. Torruella had an opportunity to
reminisce about the Judge’s law school
days. Professor Kent taught Judge
Torruella when he was a student at
Boston University School of Law, and
recalls the Judge as a bright, energetic
student in his classes.   �

Judge Juan R. Torruella ‘98H, left, with
Professor Robert B. Kent ‘01H, right.

SAVE THE DATE

THURGOOD MARSHALL

MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES

Thursday, April 6, 2006
Roger Williams University

Ralph R. Papitto School of Law
Bristol, Rhode Island

Featured speaker:
Regina Austin,

William A. Schnader Professor of Law,
University of Pennsylvania Law School

Sponsored by

Feinstein Institute
for Legal Service
Public Service Award 2005
— Sandra Gencarelli

(l to r) Lisa Richmond, Program Coordinator for the Feinstein Institute; Liz Tobin Tyler,
Director of Public Service and Community Partnerships for the Feinstein Institute; Sandra
Gencarelli ‘05; and Laurie Barron, Director of the Feinstein Institute.

Sandra Gencarelli began her public
service during her first year in law
school, researching domestic violence
issues for the Women’s Resource Center
of Newport.  She worked at the Rhode
Island Office of the Public Defender
during the summer of 2003, returning
for a second summer in 2004 to handle
arraignments in the juvenile division.
After completing a public interest
externship in the housing unit at Rhode
Island Legal Services in the fall of 2004,
Sandra continued to work there two
days per week during the spring of 2005,
defending clients who were being
evicted from their homes.  She plans to
pursue a career in public interest law.  �



Judge Louis H. Pollak Keynotes 2005 Commencement

The School of Law celebrated its ninth
graduating class this year, an achieve-
ment that University President Roy J.
Nirschel, Ph.D, proudly noted during
commencement ceremonies on
Saturday, May 14, 2005.

“This upstart law school has
accomplished more in a decade than
others have in far longer a time horizon,”
Nirschel told the school’s 166 graduates,
asking them to work hard and honestly
to make their alma mater proud.

It was a theme taken up by the
Honorable Joseph Weisberger, former
Chief Justice of the Rhode Island
Supreme Court, who told the graduates
that, as lawyers, they now shoulder
great responsibility.

“With a stable rule of law, all other
facets of our society will flourish,” he said.

The keynote speaker for the
ceremony was the Honorable Louis H.
Pollak, senior judge of the U.S. District

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  B R I E F S
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The Honorable Louis H. Pollak, United States
District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, gave the commencement address.

The processional begins led by
The Rhode Island Professional
Firefighters Pipes and Drums.

Graduates from the Class of 2005. Day Division Valedictorian Jesse Nason and Extended Division Valedictorian
Lynn M. Ewart-Paine address their classmates.

Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, who likewise spoke on
the importance of the rule of law and
the judiciary in the United States.

“It is because we have an indepen-
dent judiciary that our liberties have
remained secure,” he said.

Judge Pollak received a Doctor of
Laws degree, Honoris Causa, as did
Gene L. Booth, former executive
director of the Rhode Island Commis-
sion for Human Rights.

A graduate of Harvard College and
Yale Law School, Pollak worked as a
volunteer lawyer with the NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, and assisted Thurgood
Marshall in preparing briefs for the
seminal Brown v. Board of Education
school desegregation cases. He has
served as Dean of both Yale Law School
and the University of Pennsylvania Law
School, and distinguished himself as a
teacher and scholar of constitutional law.

Mr. Booth’s career was spent
working tirelessly to enforce Rhode
Island’s anti-discrimination laws in the
areas of employment, housing, public
accommodations, and credit.    �
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(l to r) David A. Logan, Dean of the School of Law; Honorary Degree
Recipient Gene L. Booth, Former Executive Director of the Rhode Island
Commission for Human Rights; the Honorable Joseph R. Weisberger ‘97H,
Chair of the School of Law Board of Directors; Honorary Degree
Recipient the Honorable Louis H. Pollak, United States District Court of
Eastern District of Pennsylvania; and the Honorable Ronald A. Cass,
Member of the School of Law Board of Directors.

Graduates from the Class of 2005.

Class of 2005 Honors Program at the Graduate Reception held at the
Glen Manor House.

Frances E. Johnson
Trial Advocacy Award
Professor Larry Ritchie presents Lauren
Tommasiello with the Frances E.
Johnson Trial Advocacy Award at the
Graduate Reception held at the Glen
Manor House in Portsmouth, R.I. on
May 12, 2005.  This award is funded
by alumnae Frances E. Johnson, and is
provided to the graduate judged by the
coaches to be the most outstanding
advocate.

Dean’s Academic Achievement Awards
Dean David A. Logan congratulates
graduate Georgia Marcantonis on her
achievements at the Graduate
Reception.  Georgia is a recipient of
the evening division Dean’s Academic
Achievement Award.  The award is
presented to the graduating student in
each division who improved his or her
grades the most from the first year.
Not pictured: Day Division recipient
Patricia Miller.

Jack and Louise Birnberg Family
Foundation Award
The Jack and Louise Birnberg Family
Foundation Award honors two
graduating students who have
demonstrated perseverance, determina-
tion, and dedication to succeed
throughout his or her law school career.
Professors Larry Ritchie and David Rice
present Kathleen M. Connell with a
certificate at the Graduate Reception.
Not pictured:  Award recipient Uwe E.
Benjamin.

Graduate Kelly Reynolds wears a
KICK-ALS bracelet in honor of
Cynthia Spencer. Cynthia, a beloved
School of Law Bookstore manager,
asked for these bracelets and a
special letter be distributed to the
graduates on commencement day.
Thanks to the generosity of a
matching gift challenge from Barnes
& Noble in Cynthia’s name, and
gifts from alumni, faculty and staff
who responded to the challenge, the
first annual Cynthia Spencer book
scholarship will be awarded in the
Fall of 2006.

Law students and their families
celebrated commencement together.
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Jorge O. Elorza
J.D. Harvard Law School
B.S. University of

Rhode Island
Staff Attorney, Rhode Island

Legal Services, Providence
Courses: Housing Law and
Policy and Property

School of Law Welcomes New Faculty

Jared A. Goldstein
J.D. University of Michigan

Law School
B.A. Vassar College
Associate, Shearman &

Sterling, Washington, D.C.
Courses: Constitutional Law
and Environmental Law

Timothy K. Kuhner
J.D., LL.M. Duke University

School of Law
A.B. Bowdoin College
Law Clerk, United States

Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit

Courses: International Law and
Torts

Keeva L. Terry
J.D. Columbia University

School of Law
M.B.A. University of Michigan
A.B. Harvard University
Associate, Skadden, Arps,

Slate, Meagher & Flom,
New York

Courses: Contracts and Federal
Income Taxation

The Diversity Symposium Dinner took place at
The Brown Faculty Club in Providence on
April 1, 2005.  The event offered a unique
experience for the attending high school,
college, and law students to discuss law and
justice issues with members of the Rhode
Island legal community. The graduating Ralph R. Papitto

Scholars were honored at a luncheon
on March 31, 2005, at the School of
Law.  The students had the opportunity
to discuss their post graduation plans
with President Roy J. Nirschel,
Chairman Ralph R. Papitto, and Dean
David A. Logan.

The Women’s Law Association
hosted a panel of successful
female attorneys who shared
their experiences on March 30,
2005, at the Courtyard by
Marriott, Providence.  The
objective of the discussion was
to inspire attendees to set goals
to advance their careers. The
featured speaker was Stacey
Veroni, Rhode Island Attorney
General’s Office.
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School of Law
Annual Fund Campaign

Bar raised for Annual Fund
Participation.
Thanks to the very active involvement of
the Law Alumni Association (LAA) Board
of Directors, participation in this year’s
annual fund topped 24 percent, a
dramatic reversal from FY 2003-2004,
when just under 10 percent of alumni
contributed.  Stephen Bernardo ’98, who
attended all five of the LAA’s phonathon
evenings, remarked that the 24 percent
participation levels should be sustainable,
and believes that “it was the historical
participation rates that were probably the
anomaly.” From the lengthy conversations
he had with the alumni, he felt that most
people welcomed the calls and enjoyed the
update on the School of Law. With the
Association of American Law Schools
analyzing every measure of the school’s
performance and long-term prospects, the
success of this year’s appeal could not have
come at a more opportune time.

A primer on Planned Giving options
for those who feel they are too young to
consider such things.
Having managed an estate-planning
practice for 18 years before joining the
School of Law, Eric Archer explores

planned-
giving
arrangements
with donors.
Eric finds that
most RWU
alums, being
young, are
interested in a
form of gift
called deferred
payment gift

annuities (DPGA), and offers the
example of one he has proposed to an
alumnus, Rick (see chart below).  Rick
is currently “paying his dues” in a large
law firm.  While he doubts he will be
able to retire soon, he hopes to scale
back his hours in 17 years, when his
youngest daughter will graduate from

college. Rick admits that one appeal to
this arrangement is that it gets him out
of the decision-making role with
respect to this particular sum of money,
and adds, “I am the kiss of death in the
stock market, and certainly wish I had
done this with the last $15,000 I
invested in the market, which is now
worth just under $9,000.” Call Eric at
(401) 254-3801 if you would like him
to calculate the payout of a DPGA that
would meet your own particular needs.

Annual Giving
Every gift to the School of Law Annual
Fund, no matter the size, helps the
School of Law to provide its students
with a superior legal education. Call the
Office of Alumni, Programs & Events,
(401) 254-4659, to make a gift, or
e-mail Eric Archer at earcher@rwu.edu.
Thank you, in advance, for supporting
the School of Law.    �

S C H O O L  O F  L A W  A N N U A L  F U N D  N E W S

Eric Archer,
School of Law
Development Officer

Deferred Payment Gift Annuity

Annuitant:  Rick
Current age:  30
Age at first payment:  47
Deduction during year of gift:   $3,982.65

Principal Donated

$15,000

Annuity Rate

13.8%

Annual Payment

$2,070
(from age 47 for life)



Adjunct Professors

Virginia Law has been a mediator and
mediation trainer since 1998.  She is
currently the director of the Peacepaths
Center for Mediation and Education.
Peacepaths provides consulting and
training services to schools, including after-
school programming for middle- and
high-school students in conflict resolution
and peer mediation.  Professor Law is a
well regarded teacher of Mediation, whose
class focuses both on mediation theory and
on developing actual mediation skills
through simulations.  Professor Law is a
1989 cum laude graduate of the University
of Connecticut School of Law.

Robert E. Falvey ’98 graduated first in his
class at the School of Law, where he was
Senior Notes and Comments Editor of the
Roger Williams University Law Review.
Professor Falvey is vice president of Falvey
Cargo Underwriting, where he is respon-
sible for settlement of marine claims and
post-settlement subrogation actions.
Falvey Cargo Underwriting is a full-service
insurer of cargo, specializing in insuring
technology and life science cargo moving
around the globe.  Since 2002, Professor
Falvey has been sharing his special

expertise with students in his Marine
Insurance class, which is popular among
students focusing on admiralty and
maritime law, some of whom were
attracted to the School of Law by our joint
degree program with the University of
Rhode Island, in which students receive
their J.D. from the School of Law and a
Master’s in Marine Affairs from URI.

Barbara Margolis is deputy disciplinary
counsel of the Supreme Court of Rhode
Island and a founding member of the
adjunct faculty at the School of Law, where
she has been teaching courses to rave
reviews for the past ten years. From 1995 to
2002 she taught a seminar course entitled
Public Interest Lawyering, for students
working in non-profit and government law
offices as part of our externship program.
In the summer of 2002 she taught
Professional Responsibility.  For the last two
years she has been teaching Sexual Orienta-
tion and the Law.  This spring Professor
Margolis announced that she would like to
take a break from her adjunct teaching. We
reluctantly accepted her request for a
sabbatical and hope to see her soon back in
the classroom.

Richard Rose is an assistant United
States Attorney for the District of Rhode
Island and serves the School of Law in
numerous ways.  He has been an
extremely popular adjunct professor
since 2000, teaching courses in Ad-
vanced Criminal Procedure and Ad-
vanced Trial Advocacy.  He has been a
contributing author to the Roger
Williams University Law Review (“Fare-
well to a Giant: A Tribute to Judge Leon
A. Higginbotham, Jr.”, 4 ROGER

WILLIAMS U.L. REV. 387 [1999]).   For
the past two years, Professor Rose has
been master of ceremonies at the
Diversity Dinner sponsored by the
School of Law, which brings together
high school, college, and law students to
discuss, with leaders of the Rhode Island
legal community, racial justice issues and
issues facing those historically
underrepresented in the legal profession.
Finally, this year he agreed to serve as
auctioneer for the Association of Public
Interest Law auction, which raised a
record $15,000 for students doing
summer public interest work.    �

F A C U L T Y  P R O F I L E
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The School of Law and its students are
truly blessed to have talented judges and
lawyers who – for a nominal salary –
teach courses that expand our curricular
offerings. Adjunct professors share their
expertise by offering specialized courses
such as State Constitutional Law, Local
Government Law, Health Law & Policy,
Genocide, Law of the Sea, September
11th Litigation, Marine Insurance, and
Real Estate Transactions.

(l to r)Virginia Law, Robert E. Falvey ‘98, Barbara Margolis, and Richard Rose



Carl Bogus
USA Today (March 24, 2004)
Research counters furor over malpractice lawsuits
“The specter of spiraling, unjustified lawsuits forcing dedicated
physicians from practice is alarming indeed. But it’s a false image.”

Edward Eberle
Associated Press (November 21, 2004)
Reporters say they have good reasons for shielding sources
“Taricani’s case presented a particular problem [because Judge Torres had to
balance Taricani’s First Amendment rights and] the defendants’ right to a
fair trial.”

Andrew Horwitz
The Providence Journal (March 5, 2005)
Police chief launches probe into claims that four officers lied in trial testimony
“For her [District Judge Madeline Quirk], it was some sort of eye-opening
experience that a police officer will lie when it comes down to protecting
another officer.  To those in the criminal justice system, it’s no surprise at
all.  You would never accept what a police officer says as gospel.  They’re
people.  They perceive things as they perceive them, not always accurately.”

Peter Margulies
Denver Post (September 2, 2004)
Ashcroft, Justice faulted in terror-case collapse
“Senior officials at Justice didn’t vet the case, didn’t ask tough questions
of the line prosecutors or adequately supervise them.  The case should
never have gotten this far.”

Emily Sack
Boston Herald (May 17, 2004)
R.I. AG interprets law to allow same-sex marriages to stand
“Attorney General Lynch’s advisory opinion…is not determinative of
Rhode Island’s public policy, although it could be an element for the
court to consider.”

Associate Dean Michael Yelnosky
The Providence Journal (March 8, 2005)
Everyone in the Union!
“As new relationships develop in the American workforce, lines are
blurring between, for example, regular employees, temporary workers,
and independent contractors…Courts, government regulators and
labor economists have yet to sort this out.”

David Zlotnick
The New York Times (March 8, 2005)
Post-Prison Martha Stewart Vows ‘to Make Life Better’
“The question for Martha Stewart is whether …she is going to stick with the
social and political pronouncements she made when she was still inside.”

Chicago Tribune (July 10, 2005)
Lawmaker prods court, raises brows
“I think it’s completely inappropriate for a congressman to send a letter
to a court telling them to change a ruling. They are trying to intimidate
the judiciary.”

Experts in Their Fields
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F A C U L T Y  I N  T H E  N E W S

Dean David A. Logan
FOX News (Apr. 22, 2005)
Arrest Made in “Wendy’s” Finger in Chili

 “My fear is that bringing the full
weight of the government and the
full weight of corporate America
down upon one person who may
have done wrong here could really
send a shockwave through people
who are afraid of taking on these
big corporations in the first instance,
and good claims will not be filed.”

Roger Williams University School
of Law faculty are regularly called
upon by news outlets around the
state and country to provide expert
opinion on a variety of topics.

Dean David A. Logan
The Wall Street Journal
(February 22, 2005)
A Vioxx Comeback Could Tilt
Balance in Merck Litigation
“Merck can look like they were super
cautious, and when the FDA gives the
yellow light to put the drug back on the
market, they come out [looking] like
such great public servants. That’s a really
nice dynamic in front of a jury.”
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F
ollowing the Supreme Court’s decisions in Blakely and Booker, federal
sentencing policy has entered an extended period of uncertainty.  While
the first order of business has been to implement the Court-created
“advisory” Guidelines regime, policymakers almost immediately began to
debate various proposals designed to pass constitutional muster as well as

satisfy congressional concerns about unfettered judicial discretion.
In this complex post-Booker world, politicians and prosecutors, courts and

commentators, attorneys and activists have advanced conflicting narratives intended
to shape the future of sentencing policy.

For example, although the Supreme Court used the formalism of constitutional
discourse to invalidate the Sentencing Guidelines, suspicious legislators saw a thinly
veiled rebellion to limits on judicial discretion.  These crime-control conservatives
have amplified their longstanding rhetoric that liberal judges are the problem and
that new legislation must prevent unwarranted sentencing disparity and lenient
sentences for monstrous offenders.

Federal prosecutors have chimed in that Booker has reduced their leverage to
induce cooperation from defendants and thereby endangered their ability to prosecute
violent and secretive criminal organizations.  At the opposite end, defense attorneys are
using the space created by Booker to resuscitate traditional sentencing allocution, calling
with renewed vigor for compassion for individual defendants and telling stories of
addictions and broken childhoods, and of remorse and rehabilitation.

In contrast, academics and policy analysts invoke Booker to widen the lens,
arguing that this brief window should be used to force a fundamental reconsidera-
tion of sentencing policy.  Their reports and articles argue that Congress should go
back to the drawing board because the Sentencing Guidelines and mandatory
minimum regime of the past 25 years has failed to achieve the goals of sentencing
reform, citing as evidence the ever-increasing racial disparity in the nation’s prisons
and other deep flaws in the pre-Booker criminal justice system.

This symposium will bring together judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys,
congressional staffers, public-interest advocates, and academics to share their
perspectives and have a conversation about the myriad forms of sentencing
rhetoric in the post-Booker era.  Some of the panels will focus on distinctly
federal issues – from the debate over what to name post-Booker sentences
outside the Guidelines range, to current legislative proposals such as the
gang bill. More broadly, however, the symposium seeks to engage its
participants in a wide-ranging discussion of sentencing rhetoric in the
courts and in Congress during this historic period of re-evaluation and
policymaking.  �

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, October 22, 2005

SYMPOSIUM ON SENTENCING RHETORIC:
COMPETING NARRATIVES

IN THE POST-BOOKER ERA

Roger Williams University
Ralph R. Papitto School of Law

Bristol, Rhode Island

For program details, please visit
http://law.rwu.edu

Symposium on Sentencing Rhetoric:
Competing Narratives

in the Post-Booker Era

Associate Professor of Law
David Zlotnick





COMMUNITY

PARTNERSHIPS
By Michael M. Bowden

As the only law school in Rhode Island, the

          Roger Williams University Ralph R. Papitto

 School of Law enjoys a rare symbiosis

with the larger, surrounding legal community. The

institution has become an important resource for

practitioners, judges, organizations, and educators

across New England – and they return the favor by

generously sharing their time and services to enhance

the quality programs, resources and reputation of the

School of Law and its students.

“Few institutions can offer its students and faculty opportunities to work with so
many stimulating individuals and organizations outside the classroom as we can at
Roger Williams,” said law school Dean David Logan. “In the past few years alone,
the friends of Roger Williams University School of Law – judges, attorneys, and
organizations – have brought their courtrooms to the School of Law, provided our
students with opportunities to work for credit under expert supervision, funded
exciting projects that shed light on racial and economic justice issues in Rhode
Island, and worked with us to make the School of Law a genuinely comfortable place
for students from all backgrounds.”

From mentors with decades of experience, to externships, to an ever-growing
alumni base; from service partners to the judiciary, the local legal community has
become an integral part of a Roger Williams education.

13

Dean David A. Logan with
United States Court of Appeals
for the First Circuit judges
during their visit to the School
of Law.
(l to r) Dean David A. Logan, Circuit
Judge Bruce M. Selya ‘02H, Chief
Judge Michael Boudin, Circuit Judge
Juan R. Torruella ‘98H.
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The Bar and the Bench
Local lawyers and judges have been great
friends to students at the School of Law
over the years, and continue to enhance
the educational experience in many ways.
• Civil Rights Defenders
Take for example Robert Mann, one of
the more high-profile faces in the Rhode
Island bar. A keen advocate for civil
rights, Mann frequently appears on
television news broadcasts as a result of
representing particularly unpopular
criminals, notable among them Craig
Price and Joseph Mollicone – two of the
more reviled defendants in recent
memory. Mann also played a high-
profile role as lead attorney for Leisa
Young, mother of black police officer
Cornel Young Jr., who was slain by two
white fellow officers who mistook him
for a suspect.

Mann, who graduated from Yale Law
School in the same class as President
Bill Clinton, had flown solo for years –
but when he finally decided to take on
associates, he chose two Roger Williams
graduates, first Dana Harrell ’98 and later
Camille McKenna ’03. He also maintains
a strong relationship with the law school
by working with current students.

“Nearly every semester we have
students work with Mr. Mann on court-
appointed criminal defense cases, through
our Public Service Program,” said Lisa
Richmond, program coordinator of the
Feinstein Institute for Legal Service.
“Students learn so much there. Mr.
Mann has also been very supportive of
our programs. Last year, he participated
in our annual Public Service Forum and
our Racial Justice Colloquium.”

McKenna said Mann hired her when
she was still waiting for her bar results,
and the Cornel Young case was being
prepared for trial.

“He was looking for someone who was
already in the bar and ready to practice,”
McKenna said. But Mann was so impressed
by her personality and credentials that he
decided to let her do research and behind-
the-scenes work while waiting for her results
– and his faith paid off.

“I found out I passed the bar in the
middle of the trial!” she said.

McKenna said she hopes her experience
is an example to Roger Williams students
and the legal community at large.

“Roger Williams Law School is a
resource the legal community should
use,” she said. “Our best students could
compete with anyone in the country.
And as I see it, it’s up to the alumni to
open the doors. Given a chance, Roger
Williams law graduates can fulfill any
expectation that’s placed upon them.”
• Federal and State Judiciary
The exposure a Roger Williams law
student receives to state and federal
judiciary during his or her time here is
nothing short of astonishing. Each year,
for example, all of the justices of the
Rhode Island Supreme Court come to
Bristol to judge the finals of the intramural
Clark Moot Court Competition.

A three-judge panel of the United
States Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit recently heard oral arguments in
five cases in the appellate courtroom,
and the United States Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces also held a session
at the school. And, as reported in the last
issue of Amicus, Judge Ernest W. Torres,
Chief Judge of the United States District

Court for the District of Rhode Island,
recently made the School of Law the
setting for a full-blown civil trial.

Many members of the Rhode Island
judiciary have taught courses at the
school, including Judge Gilbert V.
Indeglia, associate justice of the Superior
Court of Rhode Island, who taught the
judicial externship seminar for six
academic years (he’ll be succeeded this
fall by former Supreme Court Justice
Robert G. Flanders, Jr.).

“Judge Indeglia has been incredibly
generous with his time and attention to
students,” said Michael Yelnosky, professor
of law and associate dean for Academic
Affairs. “And he is just one of the many
judges who have been supportive of this
Law School and its work in many different
ways over the years.”

Chief Justice Frank J. Williams of the
Rhode Island Supreme Court often
shares his insights with students while
teaching Local Government Law, and
approximately 20 other judges – in
federal and state courts, at both trial and
appellate levels – supervise law students
for academic credit through the school’s
judicial externship program.

The Rhode Island Foundation
For nearly a century, the Rhode Island
Foundation has pursued a mission of
connecting private philanthropy to the
public good, guided by its solid values of
permanence, integrity, vision,
accessibility, and partnerships. According
to Neal Severance, program associate at
the Foundation, the law school at Roger
Williams satisfies all of these criteria.

“We’ve come to recognize that the
Law School is an extraordinarily
significant and positive influence in
Rhode Island,” Severance said.

“More than any other institution I’ve
encountered, the Law School has thought

(l to r) Camille McKenna ‘03,
with attorney Robert Mann.
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in creative ways about what they can do
to serve the state in which they reside,”
Severance added. “They’ve always done
their homework, and are very
conscientious about interacting
respectfully and building coalitions with
existing efforts – they recognize the good
work that is already going on, and then
think in terms of how they can use their
unique abilities to enhance these efforts.”

Two recent examples of Foundation-
supported initiatives are:
• The Racial Justice Colloquium
Last year’s Racial Justice Colloquium and
the resulting Racial Justice Task Force
reflect the synergy that is generated when
the Law School reaches out to make a
difference in its community.

The colloquium brought together
more than 80 lawyers and representatives
from community organizations to focus
on issues of racial justice in the areas of
criminal justice, education, housing, and
immigration. Concrete recommendations
were made in each of these four areas, and
subcommittees were formed to work on
the most pressing problems identified in
these areas at the Colloquium.

“The Racial Justice Colloquium and
the resulting work of the Racial Justice
Task Force has engaged our students in
real community issues while at the same
time facilitating important dialogue and
action in the Rhode Island community,”
said Liz Tobin Tyler, director of Public
Service and Community Partnerships at
the Feinstein Institute for Legal Service.
 • The Pro Bono Project
To address one of the concerns raised at the
Colloquium – the need for more pro bono
legal assistance for communities of color –
the Feinstein Institute received a second
grant from the Rhode Island Foundation to
survey Rhode Island lawyers about pro
bono activity and interest.

“There was a strong feeling [arising
from the colloquium] that there was not
enough participation among local bar
members, regarding pro bono activities in
the racial justice area,” Tyler explained.

“That seemed to mean that the poor
and minorities in the state had the least
access to the justice system,” Severance
said. “Thus they could become victims
of improper actions taken by authorities
in a way that wouldn’t happen if they
were well-represented by legal counsel.”

Attorney Jennifer Modell worked with
several law students to design, administer,
and analyze the survey. The survey of
3,500 attorneys, mailed out in April 2005,
yielded a small but useful response that
provided important information about bar
participation in pro bono work and the
incentives and barriers to doing so. The
results of the survey were presented at the
Rhode Island Bar Association Annual
Meeting in June 2005 in conjunction with
a presentation by the Pro Bono Initiative
in Chicago about innovative pro bono
partnerships. The Feinstein Institute is
now working with law firms to develop
pro bono partnerships with community
organizations, using law student assistance.

“The School of Law is playing an
important role in the Rhode Island
community by bringing together the
legal community, law students, and
community organizations to work
together on behalf of underrepresented
communities,” Tyler said.

MCLSA Mentor Program
The Multi-Cultural Law Students
Association (MCLSA) provides mentors
to Roger Williams law students, drawing
chiefly upon members of the Rhode
Island Bar Association Committee on
Minority Involvement and the
Thurgood Marshall Law Society.

“The lawyers in these two
organizations – though most are not
Roger Williams graduates – are
tremendous supporters of the School of
Law in general, and of MCLSA in
particular,” said Lydia Hanhardt,
coordinator of academic enrichment
programs, who administers the program.

Also, Hanhardt said, “even those
people who don’t serve as mentors
participate in other ways,” noting the
example of Superior Court Judge
Edward Clifton who regularly attends
MCLSA events and encourages his
professional colleagues to participate.

Lawyers and judges who do choose to
mentor enjoy the assistance of energetic,
enthusiastic students, eager to learn from
a professional matched to their specific
areas of interest.

“All of the people involved in the
program collectively form a community
of support and a valuable networking
opportunity for the students,” Hanhardt
said.

“WE’VE COME TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE SCHOOL OF LAW

IS AN EXTRAORDINARILY SIGNIFICANT AND POSITIVE INFLUENCE

IN RHODE ISLAND.” - Neal Severance, The Rhode Island Foundation

Judge Gilbert V. Indeglia
speaking at the Feinstein
Institute for Legal Service
annual banquet.

continued on page 20



Serving as President of our Alumni
Association for the past year has been a
busy and exciting experience, and
among the highlights have been the
notable achievements of our growing
group of alumni. This past year, the
School of Law launched its most
successful Annual Fund campaign –
24 percent of all alumni made financial
donations. The generosity of those who
gave illustrates what a great and
dedicated group of alumni we have.

In addition, some of our recent
graduates are already showcasing the
benefit of an RWU Law education.

L A W  A L U M N I  N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S

Members of the graduating class of
2004 who took the bar exam in July of
that year received the school’s highest
bar passage rate for the State of Rhode
Island. Not to mention that – also in
2004 – School of Law grads achieved a
90-percent pass rate among first-time
takers on the Massachusetts bar exam!

This past year, the Alumni
Association has reached out to many of
its members, most recently by hosting
alumni gatherings at the Harvard Club
in Boston and Baldoria in New York
City.  Events designed to reach out to
you, our valued alumni, will continue.

The School of Law graduated its
ninth class and is indeed riding a wave
of momentum into what looks to be a
very bright future. I encourage all of
you to become active in our Associa-
tion, as your voice and thoughts are
eagerly sought.  To do so, please contact
the school directly, or e-mail me at
mark@gemmalaw.com.  

Congratulations to the 2005/2006
Law Alumni Association

Board of Directors!
Effective July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006

Executive Committee
President, Mark Gemma ’97
Vice President, Stephen Bernardo ’98
Treasurer, Eric Miller ’01
Secretary, Amey Gentile Cardullo ’97
Immediate Past President,
    Stephen Maguire ’96

Board of Directors
Todd Amaral ‘99
Susan Rossi Cook ‘01
Stephen Cooney ‘02
Michael Field ‘97
Kim Grabarz ‘02
Karen Hadam ‘02
Kevin Hagan ‘01
Carly (Beauvais) Iafrate ‘00
Deborah Kennedy ‘97
Lincoln Lennon ‘99
Vicki Ray ‘98
Heather Spellman ’01
Joel Votolato ’03

The LAA Board of Directors meets
quarterly.  All law alumni are
invited to attend meetings and/or
join a committee.  Meetings are
held at 6:00 p.m. in the Board
Room of the Roger Williams
University Metropolitan Center,
150 Washington Street, Providence,
Rhode Island.
Meeting dates include:

Wednesday, August 24, 2005
Wednesday, November 16, 2005
Wednesday, February 1, 2006
Wednesday, May 3, 2006

A- The Law Alumni Association Annual Meeting & Breakfast.
B- The Law Alumni Association Executive Committee 2004/2005 (l to r - front to back): Deborah Kennedy ’97,
Treasurer; Carly (Beauvais) Iafrate ’00, Secretary; Mark Gemma ’97, President; Stephen Maguire ’96,
Immediate Past President; and Anthony Leone, II ’97, Vice President.  On behalf of the entire School of Law
community, we wish to thank the outgoing LAA Executive Committee for their hard work and dedication
throughout the year.  Their efforts are greatly appreciated.

B
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Mark W. Gemma ’97
President
Law Alumni Association
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The Roger Williams Marine Affairs
Institute hosted an alumni reception on
March 3, 2005, at the Courtyard by
Marriott, Providence.  Alumni had the
opportunity to discuss current events
with local marine professionals,
including attorneys and professors.

Mark Gemma ’97 recognizes Anthony
Leone, II ’97 for his second three-year
term as a member of the LAA Board of
Directors.  Both Anthony and Mark began
their first term in 1999 when the board
was formed.

Stephen Maguire ’96 acknowledged Mark
Gemma ’97 for his second three-year term as a
member of the LAA Board of Directors. Susan
Perkins ’97 also was recognized for her second
three-year term.

(l to r) Erin Bryant ’02, Wendy Waller ’02, Peter Tekippe ’04, Jill Grochmal ’04, Eric Wiberg ’04, and John
Garry ’99, Marine Affairs alumni.

Law Alumni Association
Scholarship

The Law Alumni Association (LAA)
scholarship winners were honored at
the LAA Annual Meeting and Breakfast
in conjunction with the Rhode Island
Bar Association Annual Meeting on
June 9, 2005 at the Westin Providence.
The scholarship recognizes academic
excellence of second year students.

(below) Jennifer Lyn Madden, evening division
scholarship recipient; and Mark W. Gemma ’97,
President of the LAA.  Not pictured: Rachel R
Carter, day division scholarship recipient.

(l to r ) (at right) Niels West, Professor Emeritus,
Marine Affairs, University of Rhode Island; Kristen
Fletcher,  Director, Marine Affairs Institute and
Rhode Island Sea Grant Legal Program; and Dennis
Nixon, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs,
College of the Environmental and Life Sciences,
University of Rhode Island.

Marine Affairs Alumni Reception
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Dean David A. Logan addressing the audience of
alumni and friends at the LAA Annual Meeting
and Breakfast.



1996

Richard W. Anderson has
completed a successful year
as Rotary International
district governor for Rhode
Island and Southeastern
Mass.  He is executive
director of the Newport
Institute. Also, he  recently
became a grandfather,
welcoming his first two
grandchildren, Catherine
Victoria DeAngelo and Emily
Macy Lewis.

Ulrick Gaillard is the CEO of
the Batey Relief Alliance
(BRA).  The Alliance is an
international aid organization
founded by Gaillard.  In
2001, he founded the BRA
Dominicana which provides
health care to Haitian migrant
workers and Dominicans.

Joseph T. Healey was
named a “Super Lawyer”
under the age of 40 in the
medical malpractice field by
Philadelphia Magazine.  He
has co-authored two
textbooks on civil litigation,
and authored a cover
article, “When Buddy Faced
Tiger,” for the Philadelphia
Golf magazine.  He is an
adjunct professor at Penn
State University.

1997

Amy E. Ambarik is a legal
advisor with the Boston
Police Department.

Alyssa Boss is associate
vice president & general
counsel of Women &
Infants Hospital of Rhode
Island and Care New
England Health System.
She and her husband, Bill,
have twin daughters,
Katelyn and Lauren.

C L A S S  N O T E S

David Dalton is senior legal
counsel with the Department
of Justice, Executive Office
for United States Attorneys,
Washington, D.C.   He has
two daughters Mackenzie,
three, and Morgan, one.

Deborah A. Kennedy
accepted a position with
the Rhode Island
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education,
Providence.

Anthony R. Leone II is
pleased to announce the
opening of Leone Law,
LLC, located in Cranston,
R.I.  He focuses his practice
in civil litigation, estate
planning, and zoning.  He
married Chelsie Horne,
CMP, in October 2004 at
Wentworth by the Sea in
Rye, N.H.  They reside in
Cranston.

Robert R. Pellegrini, Jr. is
a senior attorney in the
land use and planning
department at Cumberland
Farms.  He has two
children, Sam, five, and
Max, three.

Michael A. Voccola was
promoted to corporate vice
president – administration/
legal at The Procaccianti
Group, Cranston, R.I.

1998

Stephen Bernardo is COO
of Chicago-based Hilco
Financial.  He works at the
corporation’s new office in
Providence.  He lives in
Bristol with his wife, Lisa,
and children Rachel and
Daniel.

Stephanie DiSarro-Anderson
and Robert Reilly ’00 of
DiSarro-Anderson & Reilly,
LLP are pleased to announce
the opening of Preferred
Closing & Title Services, LLC.
The law office & title
company have relocated to
Cranston, R.I.

1999

Lt. Michael H. Brady was
elected as a member of the
Board of Selectmen for the
Town of Seekonk, Mass.

John A. Pagliarini, Jr.
announces the relocation
of his practice to West
Greenwich, R.I.

2000

Russell Marsella and his
wife, Jean, are pleased to
announce the birth of their
daughter, Abigail Faith, on
May 10, 2005.

2001

Ann M. Corriveau is an
associate at the Law
Offices of Linda L. Clarke,
Swansea, Mass.  She is an
adjunct professor at Bristol
Community College, Fall
River, Mass.  She was
admitted to practice in the
United States District
Court.

Lisa S. Holley was
reappointed by Governor
Donald Carceiri as
chairperson of the Rhode
Island Parole Board.  She is
married to David A. Holley
’99, and resides in East
Greenwich, R.I.

Jamie Snyder is a domestic
violence prosecutor in the
State Attorney’s office,
Jackson County, Ill. She
was nominated for the
National Commission
Against Drink Driving
Award for Adjudication for
her work in prosecuting
and education on driving
under the influence.  She
was married on November
29, 2003.

2002

Zachary M. Barth and
Melissa Delis Barth ’01
welcomed a son, Gavin
Joseph, on May 8, 2004.
Zachary is an attorney with
the law firm of Sedgwick,
Detert, Moran & Arnold,
LLP in Newark, N.J.
Melissa is a divorce
mediator and director of
the New Leaf Mediation
Group, N.J.

Rebecca (Yeager) Dye and
her husband, Brandon,
welcomed a son, Peyton
Thomas, on August 8,
2004.  They are currently
living in Hawaii, where
Brandon is stationed with
the Navy.

Ann Marie Krihwan is
director of the Pitney
Bowes Literacy &
Education Fund, Inc. and
Pitney Bowes Employee
Involvement Fund, Inc.,
Stamford, Conn.

Cris Mattoon and his wife,
Kimberly, welcomed their
first child, Elizabeth Grace,
on January 11, 2005.  Cris
is COO of Family Tax
Solutions, LLC, a personal
tax and business services
consulting firm he co-
founded with CEO Patrick
Newman ’02.  John Catterall
’02 represents the firm as its

Massachusetts regional
representative.

Dalton E. McKeever III is an
assistant public defender
with the Hillsborough
County Public Defender in
Florida.

Arik Turner is employed at
the Fort Myers Public
Defender’s Office for
Charlotte County, Punta
Gorda, Fla.

2003

Lesley Abate is an associate
at the Law Offices of
Daniel N. Turcotte and
Associate, P.C., Fall River,
Mass.  She leads the
personal injury division and
is responsible for the firm’s
trials in the District Court.

Ken Magee and Kristy
Altongy were married on
October 24, 2004, in
Providence, R.I.  He is
employed as a U.S. Navy
judge advocate, General’s
Corps. They reside in
Suffolk, Va.

Keri Pluck Claeys is a
litigation associate at
Phelan, Hallinan &
Schmieg, LLP, in
Philadelphia, Pa.  She was
married to John Claeys on
November 20, 2004 and
resides in Blackwood, N.J.

Candace King is the
assistant to the vice
president of broadcast
standards and practices at
FOX.

Douglas M. Mercurio is
pleased to announce the
opening of the Law Office
of Douglas M. Mercurio,
P.C., in North Reading,
Mass.
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Brent R. Canning ’96
Partner, Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP

By Meghan L. Hansen

When you have the home-court advan-
tage, you have to impress the crowd.  And
that’s just what Brent Canning ’96 did
when he returned to Roger Williams
University School of Law as the defense
lawyer in a federal trial held in the school’s
appellate courtroom.

It happened in late 2004, when
the Honorable Ernest W. Torres, Chief Judge of the United States
District Court for the District of Rhode Island, came to Bristol to
preside in United States v. Verduchi, from the court’s regular docket, in
an effort to expose students to a “real-world” federal trial without
having to travel to the federal courthouse.

Before the trial began, Judge Torres remarked that Canning had the
“home court advantage.” Canning recalls that it was great to have Dean
David A. Logan and the faculty’s support during the trial, but it was
intimidating because “you want to do well in front of the faculty, adminis-
tration, and students.”  He added, “It was a neat and enjoyable experience.”

After graduating from the School of Law, Canning completed a
clerkship with the Honorable John P. Bourcier of the Rhode Island
Supreme Court.

“The clerkship helped me see how the court system works from
the inside.  I was able to see how the judges thought and what types of
arguments worked or didn’t work,” he said, adding, “ Judge Bourcier
was also a very kind person and a real mentor.”

Following his clerkship, Canning worked at Decof & Grimm
as an associate, before joining Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP in 1998.
After six years there, he was promoted to partner in 2005. His practice
focuses on intellectual property and commercial litigation.

“In terms of my career, partnership is probably the biggest
accomplishment,” he said. “It gives you that vote of confidence from
your group of peers and those whom you work with, that they are
supporting you.”

Canning said the School of Law is definitely behind his success.
“The professors are a talented group and show enthusiasm for the

law,” he said. “They gave me an appreciation of the law and the energy
needed to do what I do today.”

Canning said he enjoys his job and considers the legal profession
an interesting career where “you learn about different industries and are
always meeting different clients.”  He said the legal problems that arise
are “intellectually challenging, like a puzzle to solve, and I enjoy solving
the puzzle.”

While he considers himself too young to offer any “pearls of
wisdom” to current students and recent graduates, he does offer the
following words: “The legal profession is a challenging and great career
that requires focus and hard work that is worth it in the end.  You must
dedicate yourself to the profession to succeed.”    �

A l u m n i   P r o f i l e

2004

Amanda Bertrand is an
associate with the law firm
of Smith, Stratton, Wise,
Heher, and Brennan, in
Princeton, N.J.

Chad Edgar was promoted
to the rank of Captain in
the U.S. Army JAG Corps,
Fort Hood, Texas.

Alissa L. Gearhart was
appointed by Mayor
Arthur Washkowiak, La
Salle, Ill., to serve on the
Planning and Zoning
Boards.

Share your news with the
Roger Williams University
School of Law community.

E-mail your Class Notes to:
lawalumni@rwu.edu

Jason Iannone has joined
the law firm of DiSarro-
Anderson & Reilly, LLP,
Cranston, R.I.

Eric T. Wiberg graduated
with a Master’s in Marine
Affairs from the University
of Rhode Island in May of
2005.

2005

Marek Bute is a law clerk
for The Honorable Lee A.
Gates, Eighth Judicial
District Court, Las Vegas,
Nev.

 NewWhat’s
WithYou

New Job?
Promotion?

Award Recipient?
Recently married?
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California native Olayinka Oredugba
’00 – who headed the MCLSA for three
years during her time at Roger Williams
and now serves as a mentor with the
program – said her experience as a
student in the program (under Rhode
Island Superior Court Judge O. Rogeriee
Thompson and later Judge Clifton)
actually made her decide to stay in
Rhode Island.

“I was fully intent on going back to
California after graduation,” Oredugba
said. But her exposure to the Rhode Island
legal landscape changed all that – having
worked a few years with Rhode Island
Legal Services, she now oversees Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative Action
compliance for the City of Providence.

“I think these sorts of connections are
one of the best aspects of the School of
Law,” Oredugba said. “They allow you to
take what you learned in the classroom,
and put it to work in the community.”

Externship Programs
The Feinstein Institute for Legal Service
offers law students public-
interest externships in a range
of interesting settings.
Students might, for example,
provide immigration assistance
to low-income clients at the
Immigration Law, Education,
and Advocacy Project in Fall
River, Mass., help prosecute
misdemeanors, housing code
violations, and juvenile
offenses for the Providence Law
Department, or assist in family law and
child support cases at Rhode Island
Legal Services – to name just a few of
the many opportunities available.

“These programs provide a nice
complement to our in-house clinical
programs. Externships get students out
in the community, where they can see
what it’s really like to work in the
trenches with a non-profit organization.
Students learn about the political and
financial realities of public-interest

practice and how to provide high-quality
legal services with limited resources,”
said Laurie Barron, director of the
Feinstein Institute for Legal Service.

Barron explained that the programs
provide students with valuable experience
– usually tailored to the student’s specific
areas of interest – and networking
opportunities, while offering non-profit
organizations additional resources.

“We can really plug students in to any
non-profit organization they want to get
involved with, assuming there’s an
experienced attorney willing to teach,
mentor, and supervise our students,” she
said. A pair of interesting examples:
• Conservation Law Foundation
The non-profit Conservation Law
Foundation is the region’s leading
environmental advocacy organization.

Since 1966, CLF – which maintains
offices across New England – has
worked to protect the region’s people
and natural resources, focusing on four
main program areas: Clean Energy &
Climate Change, Clean Water &

Healthy Forests, Healthy Oceans, and
Smart Growth.

“Our program may be dealing with
any one of these four areas at any given
moment,” said Christopher D’Ovidio,
who heads CLF’s Rhode Island office.
“The students get a healthy dose of what
it’s like to be a public-interest or
environmental-law attorney.”

He says his relationship with the
School of Law is invaluable – not only
does his office use School of Law
externs, D’Ovidio is an adjunct faculty
member teaching Land Use Planning,

and has participated in programs such
as the school’s recent Ocean
Symposium.

“The best thing about it is that this is
a very symbiotic relationship,” D’Ovidio
said. “Obviously, Roger Williams has
been a great recruiting ground for CLF –
I think it’s important to continue
engaging the institution. Who knows,
hopefully we’ll breed the next great
rabble-rouser of Environmental Law!”
• Defense Institute of International
Legal Studies
Perhaps one of the most unusual of these
internships is with the Defense Institute
of International Legal Studies (DIILS),
based in Newport, R.I., which focuses on
the conduct of disciplined military
operations. Its mobile education teams
have offered programs and seminars on
the rule of law, legal systems, human
rights, and numerous related topics to
more than 24,000 military and civilian
personnel in 130 countries since the
institute was founded in 1992.

“This is one of our most unique
externship programs,” Barron
said. “Students work under
the supervision of an
extremely talented legal team
and help to research, plan,
and prepare  the educational
curriculum for lawyers from
other countries.”
      “I enjoyed it very much,”
said Alison Sonko, 2003

DIILS extern and currently an attorney
and program director at Progreso
Latino, Inc. “I learned a lot about
international law, as well as the efforts of
the U.S. at promoting democracy and
the rule of law abroad – other than
bombing. I also learned a lot from the
students who came from other countries
about how their legal systems work, as
well as their perspectives on how, or
whether, our system works.”

Considering the School of Law’s
ever-expanding circle of friends, such
developments would seem only natural.    �
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Partnerships - continued from page 15

“THE BEST THING IS THAT THIS IS
A VERY SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP.
ROGER WILLIAMS HAS BEEN A
GREAT RECRUITING GROUND.” -

CHRISTOPHER D’OVIDIO, CONSERVATION LAW FOUNDATION



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Saturday, October 22, 2005
Symposium on Sentencing Rhetoric:
Competing Narratives in the
Post-Booker Era

9:00 a.m.
Registration
9:30 a.m.
Symposium

See page 11 for additional details.

Friday, November 18, 2005
2nd Annual Legal Career Options Day

4:30 - 6:00 p.m.     Table Talk
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.     Reception

School of Law Second Floor Atrium

For more information, contact
the Office of Career Services at
(401) 254-4650.

Monday, December 5, 2005
Law Alumni Association Annual
Holiday Party

6:00 p.m.

Location
to be
determined.

October 19-20, 2006
6th Marine Law Symposium

The Evolution of Ecosystem Based
Management: From Theory to Practice

Join marine, environmental and land-
use practitioners and scholars for
plenary discussions and concurrent
sessions on the law and policy related to
Ecosystem Based Management.
Sessions will focus on practical prob-
lems resulting from the shift in marine
and environmental management
toward an ecosystem approach,
highlighted by speakers from local,
state, and national perspectives.

Hotel Accommodations:
Bristol Harbor Inn
259 Thames Street
Bristol, Rhode Island
401-254-1444
bristolharborinn.com

A group rate of $159 has been arranged
for the Symposium. When making
your reservations, please refer to the
Marine Law Symposium.

For more information, contact
the Marine Affairs Institute at
(401) 254-5392 or e-mail
marineaffairs@rwu.edu

For additional information log on to: http://law.rwu.edu/Alumni/Events/htm or contact the Office of Alumni, Programs &
Events at (401) 254-4659 or e-mail lawevents@rwu.edu.

Thursday, April 6, 2006
Thurgood Marshall
Memorial Lecture Series

Featured speaker:
Regina Austin,
William A. Schnader
Professor of Law,
University of
Pennsylvania
Law School

Sponsored by Hinckley Allen Snyder LLP

Friday, May 19, 2006
Commencement

Bristol campus. Open Seating

Thursday, June 22, 2006
Law Alumni Association Annual
Meeting and Breakfast

7:45 a.m.

The Westin Providence
One West Exchange Street
Providence, Rhode Island

For more information, contact
the Office of Alumni, Programs &
Events at (401) 254-4659.
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United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit visits School of Law – April 6, 2005.
(l to r) (standing) Rachel Kyria, Michael Cannon, Jason Van Volkenburgh, Circuit Judge Bruce M. Selya ‘02H, Circuit Judge
Juan R. Torruella ‘98H, Alison DeCosta, and Katie Ahern. (seated) Chief Judge Michael Boudin and Dean David A. Logan. To
learn more, turn to “Community Partnerships” on page 12.


