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CAREER SUMMARY 

 

From 1988 through 1999, litigation attorney in private law firms in Virginia, Rhode 

Island, and Massachusetts. Represented clients in all aspects of dispute resolution 

and civil litigation in state and federal courts, with emphasis in commercial law 

matters. Throughout 2000 and from fall of 2003 to the present, Professor of Legal 

Methods at a Roger Williams University School of Law in Rhode Island.   

 

Admitted to practice law in Virginia (1989), Rhode Island (1996), and 

Massachusetts (1998).  

 

EDUCATION 

 

University of Virginia School of Law, J.D., 1988 

Honors: Senior Editorial Board Member, Journal of Law and Politics 
 
Sweet Briar College, B.A in English with Honors, magna cum laude, 1985  

Honors: Phi Beta Kappa, Sweet Briar Scholar 

 

Université de Paris, Academic Year 1983-84 

Sweet Briar College Junior Year in France 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Roger Williams University School of Law, Bristol, RI  

 

 Professor of Legal Methods   Spring/Fall 2000; Fall 2003 to present 

 Faculty member in Legal Methods Department.  Teach courses in Legal 

Methods, Legal Drafting, and Contract Drafting.  In Legal Methods, responsible for 

teaching first-year law students the research, writing, and analytical skills 

necessary to write a predictive legal memoranda and the persuasive, advocacy skills 

necessary to write an appellate brief and present oral argument on it.  In Legal 

Drafting, teach upper-level law students how to draft contracts, legislation, and 

pleadings.  In Contract Drafting, teach upper-level law students how to draft 

contracts. In all courses, develop class content, course materials, graded projects, 

and teaching models and exercises.  Work closely with students and participate in 

regular meetings with Legal Methods Department to coordinate on pedagogical 

issues. Serve on law school faculty committees. Active member of law school 

community.   
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Hinckley, Allen & Snyder, Providence, RI                   1995-1998 

Large, full-service regional law firm with offices in Providence and Boston. 

 Associate Attorney; Litigation Practice Group 
 Represented corporations and individuals with significant business interests 

in all aspects of dispute resolution and commercial litigation in Rhode Island and 

Massachusetts state and federal courts.  Worked in many areas of law, including 

employment, commercial contracts, business torts, trust and estates, tax, and 

products liability. Managed independent caseload from first client contact through 

resolution; developed strategy for each case. Extensive advocacy experience brief 

writing, oral arguments, trying cases, and conducting settlement negotiations. 

Engaged new client business for firm. 

 

Richards, McGettigan, Reilly & West, Alexandria, VA                          1988-1994 

General practice law firm with emphasis in federal civil litigation in the Eastern 

District of Virginia. 
 Associate Attorney 
 Represented corporations and individuals with significant business interests 

in all aspects of dispute resolution and litigating civil cases in state and federal 

courts of Virginia.  Concentration in commercial law, business torts, contracts, real 

estate, bankruptcy, and secured transactions. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

The Feinstein Institute of Public Service,          2009 to present 

 Roger Williams University School of Law 

 Auction Coordinator for annual signature fundraising event that raises 

money for stipends for law students who perform public interest legal work in and 

around Rhode Island. 

        
 

 


